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THE TRIBUNE WINS
ITS BATTLE FOR
FREEDOM OF PRESS

U. S. Supreme Court Gives Unanimous
Decision—Newspapers Need Not Dis-
Source of Information.

RESULT ENDS INSIDIOUS
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CENSORSHIP

Ihe Contention of the Counsel for The Tribune

Is Fully Sustained in Epoch-making Dec
~Lower Court Reversed.
From a Staft Correspondent of The Tribune.)
Washington, Jar Fhe United States Supreme Court to-day
handed down a deeision in the cases of George Burdick against the United
States and William L. Curtin against the United States which is re-
sarded as one of the most important ever rendered by that tribunal as
affoeting the freedom of the press under the United States Constitution
Judge Learned Hand, in the United States District Court in New York

had weld Moessr “'i"-ill".\ :\'1|! Curtin, who are members nf thi' ',Hﬂ of
The New York Tribune, in contempt of court for their refusal to disclose
before the grand jury the sources of their information concerning ces

tain articles published in such newspaper in regard to charges of smug
sling through the New York Custom House, and had imposed the penal
ties of a 2500 fine and imprisonment upon each of them. The Supren
Court reverses the judgments in each case and directs that Messrs. Bu
dick and Curtin be released from custody.
® One of the greatest questions
valved tn the controversy before ti

court was the power of the Preside
f the 1

“NAVY UNREADY”
-~ADMIRAL KNIGHT :

Naval College Head Sees
War as the One Thing
Not in Scheme.
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Justice MeKet

wers  unanimous,

writing the opintons in both cases. 'l

lThe « ting organization of e z
wineipal opinion in th "
Na Department nadequate and IF o I"'I opinion he Burdick ¢
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M. Knis ident of the Naval War speech and the liberty of the pre
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the power of our fighting ships - ’
v ) ihmarines.” he ficial connection with the departme
"y Are WrAa in 2WD \
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he latter, he said, should be superior
ie any of the buresus, but under the
direction of the Seeretary of the Navy.
The present defeets in our mavy, he
s lack of co-ordination

The government has made & del
mined effort to compel The Tribune
disclone the sourceas of its informatio
about certain matters pending befor
the eustoms authorities, coneernin

pointed out, are
/ which, believing them to be P
of nuthority and & total lack of pro- g o ba matters o
on for planning and earrying tor-  great public interest, it published o fu
ward the operations of war aceount without first obtaining the pe
T4 amb g “a e h
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provide a policy for the Na o far
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4 of ..:'l..rv 0 - editor of The Tribune, and My, (
towarid preparcidness e iy ; L
«ddition, a polie tin, one o e eit sta¥ repovier
weluding our present na were summoned before the grand ju
must bhe a national poliey covelring and asked from whence the inform
bath th army and navy I'hia poirts 4. a
to a Counil o of Nations al Defence, for tion had heen ohtained They refun
which & bill i3 now before Congress, t0 snawer upon the ground tha
and which would have the President ¢f their evidence might tend to "
he United States ut its hewd.” :
criminate them Obviously ‘Mol
“The penple of the United States,” PuRs -':'
said NRear Admiral W, F. Fallam, rom- testimony might have tended to involve

mandant of the | nited States Milliary them in the crime of ha
veademy, “are not one-hall as patriotic
as thes llllnl« thev are. and not one-

tenth as patriotic as thet ought to be.

ing conapires
with some one connected with the Cus

toms Department to vielate the strin

tor when we consider the struggle gent regulation referred Lo above
made by a Tew thousand Hoers and . .
) Theret th t of
that made by the 3,000,000 men who hereupon the Preaident of the United
Stater was appenled to, and from him

took part in the American Revelution,
it in impossible to regard the rebellion
with any great respect. We have avoid-
el large armies for the expense Lhey
invelve, and yel we have pn-fernd 1o
pay $1,500,000,000 in pensions for 100

L This amount would bwild twen
Iy- five miles of drrldntm;hh in enl-
umns lor bhattle”

The commandant showed by refer-
ences to this country's many wars that
there has been “horrible mismansge-
ment, 8 heavy loxs of life and a erim-
nal expense in prolonging them.”

was obtained what purported to bhe &
pardon for offences which had not been
and which had not been ad-
mitted nor even defined The purpose
of these pardons was frankly recited Lo
be to mid the United States Attorney
in using the donee of the pardons as
witnesses “for the purpeose of deter-
I mining whether any employe of the
Treasury Department at the Custom

proved,

“Only the agreesble facts of these 1,50 New York City, hud been betray-
truggles.,” he went on, “are recorded ¥ -+ .

historv the blunders are left un-|nE information that came to such per-
Lold How many know that George son in an official capacity,

Washington, when unable to obtain re
sults because hiz men deseried him,
was made a dictator by our Congress,
that hr might recruit sixteen battal
ions? It 1= well enough to know we
had a dietator, with as much power as
. Disz ever had, but it is also fortunste
that it was Washinglon

“The navy has always tried to be an
efficieney woeiety, but it must he borne
in mind that warmanship is as neces-
sary an element xs peacemanship in
miaking statesmanship. In uil the
United States ware untrained men and
an insufficient army wnd nayy have
been employed. Hud these been rom
il Wur would have been

Not Issued in Exrrcise of Clemency,

These so-called pardons were nol is-
sued in the sxercise of clemency to
persons who desired it, but, en the
contrary, the government attempted to
thrust them inte the unwilling hands
of witnesses who might thereby, an the
government's counsellors thought, ‘be
put to the choiee of cither wccepling
pardons for erimes of which they were

innocent or suflering in jail for refus
ing to betray confidences which they

petent the Civ
ended in six month regarded ax sucred. The pardons came
The society elected the following of- to them londed with the virus of seem.
fienrs I J.1 I\1.- ._.: Ju..\,.. i | ing confession, snd were by bath of
viee-presidents, Joxeph French John i
wud F. R, Hazard; secretary, Elithu them immediately refused and rejected
| Church, and sssistant secretary and From the goverament's alternative

| treasurer, R W. Walker, they took af appeal to the Suprems
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